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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9, 1 1-22, and 24-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Foo et al. (6198283). Foo et al. disclose a method of configuring 
distributed components of a medical diagnostic system, a computer software, and a 
medical diagnostic system or service system 1010 comprising a plurality of medical 
diagnostic components such as MRI 1014, CT 1016, and Ultrasound 1018 
communicatively coupled via communications circuitry or communications module 1032 
linked to MRI system, communications module1048 linked to CT system, and 
communications module 1062 linked to Ultrasound system (fig. 7, col. 8 lines 18-25 
lines 52-53 lines 65-67, col. 9 lines 6-9). The diagnostic systems are coupled to a 
management station 1070 or the dynamic configuration system for configuring the 
plurality of medical diagnostic components and the management station may be linked 
directly to controllers for the various diagnostic systems (col. 9 lines 18-28). The 
system provides way to exchange data and service requests between the diagnostic 
components making up facility 1020 and a service facility 1022. Therefore data is 
distributed to the facility 1020 (comprising the diagnostic components) from service 
facility 1022 and data is extracted from the facility 1020 (comprising the diagnostic 
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components) by service facility 1022 (col. 9 lines 28-32 lines 52-54 lines 62-64). The 
system then includes a configuration data processor or a service center processing 
system 1084 which manages the receipt, handling, and transmission of service data to 
and from the service facility (col. 9 lines 64-col. 10 line 16). The service system allows 
the exchange of data between the multiple diagnostic components and the service 
facility and thereby enabling data to be broadcast or transmitted to the diagnostic 
components and data to be retrieved or extracted from the diagnostic components. 
Therefore the medical diagnostic components can receive data distributed to the 
components and process data at each component. The communication modules, 
workstation 1072, and field service units 1024 may be linked to service facility 1022 via 
a remote access network 1080 (fig. 7). 

3. The service system is involved in distributing or broadcasting configuration data 
to the medical imaging components (col. 10 lines 48-65). The medical imaging 
components represent different imaging modalities and different operating architectures 
(fig. 7). The data is extracted or assembled and distributed during the computing time 
of the medical diagnostic system and therefore the system is time sensitive and may be 
time-expiring (col. 1 1 lines 35). Each stage of the configuration system requires 
different requirements or component behavioral characteristics corresponding to the 
specific modality and dividing the data into distinct configuration groups or modality- 
specific subcomponents 1 122 (col. 1 1 lines 43-53). Therefore the system includes 
component-specific application separator or the modality interface tools 1118 specific 
for each modality (col. 1 1 lines 37-47). The system comprises a user interface (col. 10 
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lines 30-38). The system includes a script interpreter and script generation system for 
the configuration data (col. 9 lines 52-61). With respect to monitoring for triggers or 
triggering means associated with each distinct configuration group, the service system 
includes an automated service unit 1 136 which may be included in the service facility for 
automatically responding to service requests or triggers (col. 12 lines 42-54). The 
system monitors changes in specific diagnostic components or changes in the overall 
system or global changes spanning exchange of data between different service 
facilities, workstations, and processing systems (col. 10 lines 7-17). The configuration 
system includes modification means or modality controller 1 120 which leads to 
modifications or updates being made to the diagnostic system (col. 13 lines 36-41). 
4. The system includes a software server 1 154 coupled to the storage service 
database 1 156 for containing transmittable software packages directly to the medical 
diagnostic components (col. 13 lines 11-14). Therefore the medical diagnostic system 
includes a plurality of medical diagnostic components comprising MR, CT, Ultrasound 
diagnostic components. There is exchange of data between the components and a 
service facility with data being distributed from the MR component, data being extracted 
and processed by the CT component and Ultrasound component. As indicated on 
figure 7, the network 1080 allows data to be transmitted from the MR component to the 
CT and Ultrasound component and the CT component can extract data from the overall 
configuration service system (figures 7-10). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BAISAKHI ROY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 a.m. - 4p.m.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRIAN CASLER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3737 

BR 

IB. R.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 3737 



